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THE BIG WAIT
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/

Big Brothers Big Sisters Recognizes National Volunteer Week
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem Counties truly appreciates the support we receive from the
communities we serve.
April 7 through 13 was National Volunteer Week, and as such BBBS thanked all of those individuals who give their time and
friendship to transforming a child’s life. In fact, during 2018, our team of over 200 volunteers helped to serve 298 children
and families throughout Cumberland and Salem counties.
Inherent in every child is the ability to succeed and thrive in life. Big Brothers Big Sisters makes meaningful, monitored
matches between adult volunteers (“Bigs”) and children (“Littles”). BBBS develops positive relationships that have a direct
and lasting effect on the lives of young people in our local communities. For example, studies have shown that after 18
months of spending time with their Bigs, the Little Brothers and Little Sisters, compared to those children not in our program,
were:
•
•
•
•
•

46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs
27% less likely to begin using alcohol
52% less likely to skip school
37% less likely to skip a class
33% less likely to hit someone

“We are truly fortunate to have so many remarkable Big Brothers and Big Sisters who not only help their Littles to grow and
reach their potential in so many ways, but also advocate for BBBS in the community, volunteer at our events, participate in
our fundraisers, and so much more,” said Donna Bennett, President and CEO of Big Brothers & Big Sisters of Cumberland &
Salem Counties. “National Volunteer Week was opportunity for us to forcefully voice our appreciation to these everyday
heroes, and to inspire more amazing individuals to become involved.”
“Being a Big Brother or Big Sister is one of the most enjoyable things you will ever do, not to mention one of the most
fulfilling,” Bennett continued. “You can help shape a child’s future for the better by empowering him or her to achieve.”
“We are always looking for people eager to positively impact a child and improve their community at the same time. For a
few hours, you can give a Little the invaluable gift of your friendship. By simply changing their perspective of what the world
can offer, you can literally start changing their life. Just as your options are unlimited, so is your Little’s potential,” Bennett
concluded.
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Defenders Of Potential
Time is flying by and we are very busy as we continue to Defend
the Potential of our Littles. This year is proving to yield GREAT
accomplishments for our mission and none of it would be possible
without our ‘It takes 5 team’ which includes you. Thanks to our
donors, parents, Littles, Bigs, and staff we are having a significant
and positive impact on the lives of our Littles. We are starting new
programs, continuing to grow existing programs, and increasing
our capacity.
April may be the month to say thank you to our volunteers but we are forever grateful
throughout the year for every hour a Big spends with their Little, for every
communication we have with our Parents, for every gift we receive from our Donors, and
every effort our staff and board do on behalf of Big Brothers Big Sisters.
We started the year realizing we needed to embrace change. Little did we know we
would be facing so much change as we continue to establish new partnerships and
volunteer opportunities. We are very excited and stay tuned to learn more about a new
program coming this fall. Volunteer recruitment will begin in the next couple months as
we prepare for our first e-mentoring program.
Final thought is a quote by John F. Kennedy. “As we express our gratitude, we must
never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.”

Sincerely,

Donna Bennett
President/CEO
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Meet Chris Wolf

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem
Counties, Board of Trustees
Shayne Bevilacqua, Board Chair
Michele Plumbo, Vice Chair
Emmanuel Gauffeny, Treasurer
Cosmo Giovinazzi, IV, Secretary
Donata Dalesandro
Kenneth Dondero
Mark Fox
Dawn Hunter
Denise Jackson
Michael Loyle
Priscilla McCoy

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem Counties (BBBS), one of
the nation’s leading one-to-one mentoring programs for children and
young adults, announced today that Chris S. Wolf has joined the
organization’s Board of Trustees.
The BBBS Board of Trustees provides financial and strategic support and
guidance to further the organization’s mission and vision. The BBBS Board
is a diverse, compassionate, and dedicated group of individuals willing to
do whatever it takes to help change children’s lives for the better.
“Chris has a real passion for our agency’s mission of creating and
supporting life-changing, positive-mentoring relationships for children in
need throughout the community,” said Donna Bennett, President and CEO
of Big Brothers & Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem Counties. “He has a
strong sense of community spirit and extensive connections within the
business sector, and we could not be more thrilled to tap into the
expertise that he brings. It is wonderful to have him as a member of the
team as we work to increase access to programs that motivate and
empower children to make positive decisions, improve academic results,
avoid risky behaviors, and grow in a way that will positively impact our
community.”
Mr. Wolf is a graduate of Rutgers University with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Economics. He has worked in the banking industry since 1997 and is
currently Vice President of Middle Market Commercial Banking for
Columbia Bank, serving the southern New Jersey and Philadelphia
markets.
Mr. Wolf is also active in the community and professional organizations as
a member of the Chamber of Commerce of Southern New Jersey, the
Gloucester County Chamber of Commerce, the Burlington County
Chamber of Commerce, and the South Jersey Bankers Association. He is
also a former member of the Gateway Community Action Board of
Directors, and the RMA Southern New Jersey Board of Directors.

Kathleen Norton-Gallaher
Debby Novick
Paul Perino, Jr.
Christopher Wolf

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cumberland & Salem
Counties, Staff & Volunteers
Donna Bennett
President/CEO
Melody Montgomery
Director of Development
Tygh Powell
Director of Programs
Gloria Thompson
Director of Community-Based Mentoring
Danielle Clementson
Director of Adult
School-Based Mentoring
Dominique O’Brien
Director of High School Mentoring
Paul Gramm
Volunteer Office Staff
Judy Napoli
Volunteer Office Staff
Beverly Wetzel
Volunteer Office Staff
Margie Varesio
Volunteer Office Staff
Tamaris Cooper
Volunteer Office Staff
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2019 Save The Dates
05.10 Big Night Auction
10.13 All American Car Raffle
12.03 Rise & Shine Breakfast
Want to become an Event Sponsor?
Call Us at 856.692.0916

BIG NEWS |

5

Big Brother of the Year 2019 - Cesar Morales
We are proud to announce Cesar Morales as Big Brother of the year for Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Cumberland and Salem Counties. Cesar is married and has four children. He has a job which takes him
out of the state from time to time and his life is very busy. However, that did not deter him from
becoming a volunteer with Big Brothers Big Sisters. Cesar feels it is his obligation to not only “pay it
forward” and “give back to the community”, but he would like to set an example for his children.
Cesar was matched to Little Brother Jose in September of 2016. Jose was originally referred to Big
Brothers Big Sisters by the school counselor because he did not have a father figure in his life, he needed
to improve his self-esteem and he was struggling with his grades. Since being matched with Cesar, Jose’s
life began to improve almost at the onset. Jose’s mother states that, Jose or “JJ”, as he is called by family
and friends, has gained more confidence.

Big Sister of the Year 2019 – Kelly Winters
Kelly Winters is been chosen as Big Sister of the year for 2019. Kelly has been a part of the organization
since 2004 when she became an intern at the agency. She eventually became a caseworker at the agency
but wanted to do more to help the children in the community. She first became a Big Sister in 2005,
again in 2010, and she has been matched to her current Little Sister, Kaylee since June 15, 2016.
Kelly and Kaylee have a very special relationship. Kaylee was living with her grandmother at the time of
the match. Kaylee’s grandmother was in poor health and neither of Kaylee’s parents were in her life at
the time. Kaylee’s grandmother realized that she needed a role model and someone other than her
grandmother to share her thoughts and feelings. They have such a great time together and have
attended many Big Brothers Big Sisters events and activities. Kaylee is gaining the confidence to try new
things and she is realizing her potential.
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New Matches
January 2019
Big

Melody
Arisdelci
Dacia
Valerie
Nicole
Yamilex

Little

Destiny
Mikayla
Cannady
Janessa
Silvia
Emely

Match Date
1/10
1/11
1/17
1/31
1/31
1/31

February 2019
Big

Christine
Jennifer
Jaime
Alexandra
Frank
Maryann
Patricia
Anita
Joy

Little

Jaylani
Cherokee
Gabrielle
Brandon
Michael
Claire
Rustem
Sofia
Caleb

Match Date
2/6
2/15
2/27
2/27
2/27
2/27
2/28
2/28
2/28

Match Anniversaries
March 2019
Big

Christopher
William
Jafet
Michelle

Little

Kenny
David
Eliceo
Desiree

Years Matched
5
3
2
1

April 2019
Big

Nicholas
Judith
Whitney

Little

Robert
Aubreonna
Jesias

May Events
May 4 – Free Comic Book Day at Vineland Public Library
May 14 – Stuart Little at the Levoy Theater
May 28 – Family Movie and Craft Night at Vineland Public Library

Years Matched
4
3
3

